Autoimmune metaplastic atrophic gastritis and association with neuroendocrine tumors of the stomach.
Autoimmune metaplastic atrophic gastritis (AMAG) previously called type A chronic gastritis is an immune-mediated chronic inflammatory disease characterized by the immune-mediated destruction of gastric parietal cells in the fundus and body of the stomach. AMAG is an uncommon disease that often presents with hematological manifestations and may lead to the development of gastric carcinoids. AMAG can be reliably diagnosed by antibody assays, functional serology, and histology. The understanding of the disease process is essential for the detection and management of hematological complications and gastric lesions. The prevalence of AMAG is on the rise and subsequently gastric carcinoids. However, this association is not well recognized in clinical practice, and management and diagnosis of AMAG and gastric carcinoids remain suboptimal. In the current review, we will discuss the pathophysiology, diagnosis and management of AMAG. A special focus is given to the association between AMAG and gastric carcinoids. We will also review the management options of type 1 gastric carcinoids.